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Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
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A Message from the CAO & Lord Mayor 
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

 
 

September 30, 2021 - Today, Canadians will mark the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation for the first time in history. The day honours the lost children and 
survivors of residential schools, their families and communities. Public commemoration 
of the tragic and painful past and ongoing impacts of residential schools is vital in the 
reconciliation process. 
 
Throughout the past few months, there have been discoveries all across Western 
Canada of remains of Indigenous people in unmarked graves that have led to increased 
calls to address the recommendations in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
(TRC) Calls to Action. 
 
The TRC includes 94 Calls to Action to redress the legacy of residential schools and 
advance the process of Canadian Reconciliation, primarily addressing the federal, 
provincial, and territorial governments but also municipal governments, the corporate 
sector, and the broader Canadian society. 
 
The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake remains committed to ensuring that the tragic history 
and ongoing legacy of residential schools is never forgotten. On this solemn day of 
remembrance, we reflect on what Reconciliation means for the many people affected by 
the residential school system in Canada.  
 
At the Town, we are making it a priority to learn about the past and present context of 
Indigenous peoples in Canada. We are dedicated to exploring the rich and diverse 
cultures, voices, experiences and stories of the First Nations, Metis, and Inuit peoples. 
We are devoted to creating space for the Indigenous conversation - physically, mentally 
and emotionally. And we are committed to advancing Reconciliation and renewing the 
relationship with Indigenous peoples based on recognition of rights, respect, 
cooperation, and partnership.  
 
We encourage every resident of Niagara-on-the-Lake to engage in understanding more 
about the historical influence of residential schools and support and amplify the voices 
of our Indigenous communities.  
 
Truth and Reconciliation is a vehicle that can bring us together. 
 
By honouring this day with humility and respect and acknowledging the importance of 

seeking Truth, we take the first step towards Reconciliation. Through the Truth and 

Reconciliation process, we work towards a day when the power of knowledge, 

inclusiveness and sharing of Indigenous culture helps our nation and all its people 

connect and grow stronger. 

 

 
 
 

  
 

Betty Disero   Marnie Cluckie 

Lord Mayor   Chief Administrative Officer 

 


